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tinue the war, and few men have shown more fortitude In
facing humiliation than he showed In 1797. But Fox was
right in thinking that, in the general atmosphere of im-
placable hostility on both sides of the Channel, It was an
advantage to England to have a party capable of taking
office, which could treat with the Revolutionary Government
without exposing the nation to a public Indignity.
Fox's opposition to the war between 1792 and 1800
belongs therefore fundamentally to his whole career. He
believed the policy of proscribing a foreign government was
unjust, and dangerous to England; he believed that in co-
operating with the allies Pitt wras provoking a contest with
the supreme energy of a national spirit, without calling Into
play any passion more lasting or effectual than an Inter-
mittent dynastic Interest; he believed that the method of
resistance Pitt had chosen was a method that aggrandised
France, desolated England, sanctioned and justified all the
Ideas of foreign tyranny, and demanded of his countrymen
the sacrifice of their political freedom. To Fox It was just
as much England's sovereign interest that that policy should
be abaiadoned, as It was to Pitt that Belgium should be
wrested from France.
With the rupture of the Peace of Amiens a new set of
Issues presented itself to English politicians. The great
moral principle that had been the battleground between Fox
and Burke was no longer In question, for the right of
France to settle her own affairs, assailed in Grenville's
despatch of 1800, had been formally recognised In the Peace
of Amiens. In May 1803 the peace broke down, and
England began her long and final struggle with Napoleon's
insatiable appetites. That Napoleon's pretensions were In-
tolerable, and his design of absorbing the whole power of
Europe a policy to be fought by all the means of diplomacy
and arms, was common ground amongst the leading poli-
ticians of England. Fox's main difference with Addiogton
in 1803 was that he thought the English Government had
chosen the wrong ground for making war at a time when